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REVIEWS 



A MUCH-NEEDED BOOK 

This book' deals with a neglected field in the history of English drama 
at the same time that it, in a measure, takes its place as a companion 
to The Tudor Drama by a colleague of Professor Nettleton, Professor 
Tucker Brooke. Some comparison is almost inevitable. The present 
volume is slightly less redundant without being at a disadvantage in 
point of actual substance. It is also less controversial, and undertakes 
wisely the task of purveying information to those who want it rather 
than of debating conclusions with those who are already informed. 

The book falls into eighteen short chapters, beginning with the 
contrast between Elizabethan and Restoration drama and ending with 
discussions of Goldsmith and Sheridan. Footnotes are exact although 
unostentatious; bibliographical notes to supplement the chapters are 
assembled in twenty-five pages of appendix material, and a full and 
careful index concludes the volume. The work, though compact, is 
thus arranged so that the student can follow back to sources and authori- 
ties as deliberately as he may choose. 

The book is a result of a dozen years of consecutive study and of 
close association with the drama historian, A. W. Ward. The work is 
preceded by a preface of a conventional "little Jack Horner" variety, 
but there is no small justification for this, as a real achievement had 
preceded this outburst of self -gra tula tion. 

P. H. B. 

' English Drama of the Restoration and Eighteenth Century {1642-1780} . By 
George Henry Nettleton. New York: Macmillan, 1914. Pp. 366. 
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